
Prior Knowledge Interactive: Identifying Genres 
 

Student responses will vary. Some identifying features for each genre are 
underlined in the sample student printout and described below. 
 
The Prince and the Goose Girl  
Fairy tale 

• Typical beginnings: “Once upon a time…” 
• Set in faraway lands or undefined places 
• Characters such as kings, queens, princes, or princesses  
• “Good” character who is poor or hardworking 
• Well-defined good and bad characters 
• Animals 
• Happy ending 

 
 
Diamond Search in North America 
Nonfiction 

• Subtitles to organize content and guide reader 
• Give factual information; explain how things work 
• Bold words, definitions, pronunciation guides 
• Illustrations, photos, charts 
• Informative captions 

 
 
Five Eyes 
Poem 

• Rhyme  
• Rhythm and meter 
• Poetic language, imagery 
• Capital letters at the beginning of each line 
• Text arrangement on the page 

 
 
Older Kids Need Booster Seats Too 
News Article 

• Headlines, subheads 
• Bylines and publication dates 
• Factual information 
• Description of events 
• Interviews, quotes 
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