
Screen-by-screen Preview: Prior Knowledge 
 

• A quick animation shows you 
how to do the activity. You 
can’t click in this animation. 

• Replay button: plays the 
animation again. 

• Watch video button: click 
to watch a short clip from 
Into the Book that reviews 
the strategy. 

• Try it Yourself button: click 
to begin the activity. 

 

• Click on a title to choose 
one of four texts.  

• Students will have the 
opportunity to choose 
another text after they 
finish the first. It does not 
matter in which order they 
choose texts. 

• Texts that have already 
been read will appear dim. 

 

• Use your prior knowledge 
about texts to choose the 
genre of this text. 

• First, click the pencil tool 
and underline text features 
that identify the genre. 

• Help students think about 
features that define various 
genres, such as type of 
language, titles/subtitles, 
illustration, layout, etc. 

• Use the eraser tool to 
remove an underline.  
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• Next, click the radio button 
to choose a genre. 

• Play button: click to listen 
to the text. 

• Continue button: appears 
after the genre has been 
chosen. Click to go to the 
next part of the activity. 

 

• The text will appear bit by 
bit, with one sentence 
highlighted in yellow. 

• Look inside the reader’s 
head to find prior knowledge 
that helps to understand 
that sentence. 

• Drag the prior knowledge 
onto the highlighted 
sentence until it turns 
purple. 

• Pay attention to the 
explanation of how the prior 
knowledge helps to 
understand the text. 

 

• Clicking on a hat brings up 
the prior knowledge already 
chosen for that sentence. 

• A point system, not visible 
on screen, subtracts one 
point for each incorrect 
choice. 

• Read Another Text button: 
repeat the activity with a 
different text. 

• Continue button: click to 
finish activity.   
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• Listen to Prior Knowledge 
Song: a fun reinforcement of 
the strategy. 

• Print Your Bookmark and 
Work: prints the texts with 
underlined text features. 
can be used for assessment, 
class discussion or student 
portfolios. 

• Read Another Text: repeat 
the activity with a different 
text. 

  

  

 

 


