
Teacher Guide to Student Video: Questioning 

Program Synopsis 
Mrs. Pingel uses a National Geographic magazine to model the questioning strategy. 
During a science lesson, Kamilah's own questions pull her into her Ranger Rick article 
about otters, where the otters themselves help her answer her questions. She later 
uses her new questioning skills to help a frantic zookeeper. 

Featured text: 
Sea Otters— Staying Afloat? by Debora Churchman from the June 2005 issue of Ranger 

Rick® magazine (Available on BadgerLink through EbscoHost's Kid Search.)  
Other texts mentioned: 
Article from National Geographic magazine 
Variety of non-fiction tradebooks at different reading levels, encyclopedias, web sites 

Teaching Suggestions: 
Think about how you want to use this program. How does it fit into your teaching 
plan?  

1. Use it to introduce the strategy of questioning.
2. As an intervention for students who are having a hard time coming up

with their own questions.
3. As a follow-up or review.

Before viewing: 
Set a purpose for watching the video. Explain that students will be trying the strategy 
themselves after they watch the video.  

• Ask students to watch for something specific in the program, for example:
1. Watch for who goes "into the book" and why.
2. Look for the difference between a 'thin question' and a "thick question."
3. Watch the students working together. How do you think it helps them?
4. Which do you think is more important — the questions or the answers?

During viewing: 
Pause the video during teachable moments. For example:  

1. After students state their questions about animals.
Have your students come up with some questions about a topic you are 
studying. If you are showing this project as part of an inquiry project, 
students can come up with questions about their own topic.  

2. When Julia asks, "What would I look like if I had as much hair as otters
do?" 
What kind of a question is this? Will she find the answer to her question 
in the article? Why is it a good question anyway? What other strategy is 
she using together with questioning?  

3. During the epilogue, after Kamilah suggests that they may be able to
help the zookeeper by asking questions. 
Ask students how they think asking questions might help? Relate to how 

http://www.badgerlink.org/


it helps with reading (focus your attention — make you concentrate — be 
on the lookout for answers).  

After viewing: 
• Discuss students' answers to the questions you posed before the video.
• Develop a list of questions Mrs. Pingel's students asked in the video about their

animals. (You may wish to play the classroom scene again and ask students to
take notes.) Then have your students sort them into "thick" and "thin" or "in my
head" and "right there" questions.

• Before your next small group inuiry project or book discussion, replay the
segment in which the three girls are discussing the otter article. Discuss how
using Questioning helps the students focus and makes a book discussion livelier.

• Read the Otters Afloat article and find out which of the questions the girls
asked in the video can be answered from the article.

• During your next individual or small group reading time, ask students to
generate questions as they read and put them on stsicky notes in the text as
the students in the video did. Discuss afterwards. (How did your questions help
yoy? Which questions were thin/thick or were the answers in the book/in your
head?.

• Have students do the Questioning activity in the student area of the Web site.
Follow up by comparing students' questions. Discuss the point system: why do
you think you get more points for a question you can't answer?

• Use the questioning strategy during content area reading in science and social
studies to help students focus and learn more from text.

• Model questioning during your read-aloud time. Be sure to ask both thick and
thin questions.

• Try some of the lesson plans on the Into the Book website.

http://reading.ecb.org/downloads/qu_animalquestions.pdf
http://reading.ecb.org/teacher/questioning/quest_lessonplans.html
http://reading.ecb.org/downloads/qu_Questioning.mp3
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