
Teacher Guide to Student Video: Summarizing 

Program Synopsis  
Mrs. Pingel models the summarizing strategy with a book of short biographies about 
National Park rangers. As they search for what is important in the stories during 
paired reading, Conlin goes into his story and uses the strategy to save an injured 
hiker. His newfound summarizing abilities even help him during games at the park 
with his friends. 

Featured text: 
Rangers Activity and Sticker Book, by Greer Chesher, illustrated by Guy Porfirio. Fort 

Washington, PA: Eastern National, 2005. (To order: 877-628-7275) 
Other texts mentioned: 
Crawling Water Beetle, from EEK (Environmental Education for Kids), Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources. 
Lon Po Po: a Red-Riding Hood story from China, translated and illustrated by Ed 

Young. New York: Philomel Books, 1989. 

Teaching Suggestions: 
Think about how you want to use this program. How does it fit into your teaching 
plan?  

1. Use it to introduce summarizing.
2. As a follow-up or review.
3. To support students who are having difficulty summarizing.

Before viewing: 
Set a purpose for watching the video. Explain that students will be trying the strategy 
themselves after they watch the video.  

• Ask students to watch for something specific in the program, for example:
1. Why do you think they use the flashlight as a symbol for summarizing?
2. Why does Conlin need to learn to summarize?

During viewing: 
Pause the video during teachable moments. For example:  

1. In the prologue, after Conlin's friends say "Forget it, let's just go play
soccer." 
Ask students what the problem was, and what they think Conlin should 
do.  

2. In the classroom, after Kamilah says "I could have summarized it better."
Ask students how she could have done it better.  

3. After Conlin comes back to the classroom from his adventure.
Ask students "What did Conlin learned from his adventure."  

After viewing: 
• If you posed questions before viewing, discuss the students' answers.

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/critter/watercritter/crawlingbeetle.htm


• Try summarizing a passage using the cross-out method as a full-class activity,
as Mrs. Pingel's class did in the video. Choose a passage and project it on an
overhead or white board, or transcribe it onto butcher paper. Then work with
students to cross out the details and leave only what is important. 

• Have students do the Summarizing activity in the student area of the Web site.
Compare students' summaries and talk about why they chose the things they
did to include in their summaries.

• Model summarizing during your read-aloud. Choose a chapter book to read.
Each day, summarize the chapter you read the previous day before you begin
to read. After several days of modeling, begin to hand this task over to
students.

• Try some of the lesson plans on the Into the Book website.

http://reading.ecb.org/teacher/summarizing/summarize_lessonplans.html
http://reading.ecb.org/downloads/sum_Summarizing.mp3
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